
 

 

Humanities and Natural Sciences Council of Chairs Meeting 
Dean’s Conference Room, Bobet 202J 

April 8, 2013 
 

        MINUTES 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I. Call to Order 
 Interim Dean Maria Calzada called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. 
 
  Attended:  Mary Brazier, Maria Calzada, Chris Chambers, William Farge, Mark 
Gossiaux, Don Hauber, Michael Kelly, Kenneth Keulman, Martin McHugh, David Moore, Thom 
Spence  
 
 Also Attended:  Patrick Armstrong, Melissa Lightell, Mary McCay, Naomi Yavneh, 
 
II. Approval of Minutes 
 Minutes of March 4, 2013 were accepted as written and unanimously approved. 
   
III. Announcements from Dean Calzada 
 1.  Faculty and Staff Excellence Awards are due in the dean’s office by Monday, April 
15th. 
 2.  Bobet Fellowships are due in the dean’s office by Monday, April 15th. 
 3.  Annual staff performance reviews are due by May 31st. 
 4.  Uriel Quesada has been working with me on several projects including course 
efficiencies in different programs and budgets. 
 5.  Honorarium for external reviews – There was a discussion about the budget for 
honorarium for review and evaluation of faculty as part of the rank and tenure process.  Faculty 
said that in the past it has been $150. We must budget for this in the future. 
 6.  Teaching Certification – We are in the process of hiring Jane Chauvin as the Director 
of Teaching Certification. 
 7.  Chris Chambers stated that his department is receiving several complaints from 
faculty and students about the noise in Monroe Hall. Classes have had to be moved, so a report 
should be done on this situation.  After a discussion it was decided that a memo from the chairs 
asking for some other space would be appropriate.  Naomi Yavneh offered her honors room if 
anyone needs it. 
  
IV. Common Curriculum Update from Don Hauber 
 Dr. Hauber says they have been through most of the approvals and are in the process of 
finishing up the DPCL’s.  He stated that they must be sure they are consistent.  He reminded 
everyone that advanced common curriculum courses that haven’t been revised need to be revised 
now.  Revisions are needed even if the course is going to be taught sometime later.  New students 
need to be taking the J or A courses.  Rich Wilson has given this Friday as a deadline to update 
the DPCL’s.  It was suggested that there be extended periods for advising during this transition 
period. 
  
V. Honors Update from Naomi Yavneh 
 Dr. Yavneh reported that there are changes to the Honors curriculum that will reflect the 
university’s mission and will also have some flexibility.  All Honors students will take a  



 

 

 
minimum of 21 credit hours in the University Honors Program and will have core requirements.  
The DPCL’s have not been created yet. (See attachment #1) 
 
VI.   Student Success Forum –  Mary McCay  
 Dr. McCay stated that some of the issues that need to be discussed in Student Success 
Forums include student billing issues, the lack of a variety of courses, classroom usage space, 
evening and online courses and required courses meeting at the same time. Dr. McCay handed 
out a possible questionnaire for the Chairs Focus Groups, and asked that it be filled out by this 
Thursday.  (See attachment #2) 
 
VII.  Bulletin Information from Patrick Armstrong 
          Patrick Armstrong reminded everyone of the deadlines for the bulletin: 
Changes to Dean – May 6 
Last day for Dean to approve changes – May 13 
Clean up and submit to web team – May 17 
Bulletin published – June 30 
All new courses should be approved and have a J number.  Please send all of your changes to 
Judith Hunt, Rich Wilson or Diane Riehlmann. 
 
VIII.  College Handbook Revisions  
           Discussions continued on the handbook revisions from the previous COC meeting on 
faculty evaluations.  After making some changes the COC decided to send the revisions to the CA 
for considerations. (See attachment #3) 
 
IX.  Changes to the Health Professions Advisory Board 
        Dean Calzada reported that there have been requests to rename the Health Professions 
Advisory Board to the Pre-Health Professions (PHP) Board.  The membership would also consist 
of 1 rep from each from Chemistry, Physics and Psychological Sciences, and 1 additional rep 
from Chemistry, Physics or Psychological Sciences.  There were no other requests for changes. 
The changes were approved and will be sent to College Assembly. (See attachment #4) 
 
X.   Senate Extraordinary Faculty Proposal 
         Dean Calzada said that the duties of the extraordinary faculty need to be spelled out more 
clearly.   Other issues discussed were continuing appointments of 3 – 5 years and using the title of 
visiting assistant professor as opposed to lecturer.   
        
      

Move to Adjourn 
The Meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 

 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Attachment #1:  University Honors Program Curriculum 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Attachment #2:  Student Success Forum 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Attachment #3: College Handbook Revisions 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Attachment #4: Health Professions Advisory Board 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Submitted by Diane Riehlmann 


